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On March 1, 2023, following 
a five-week trial, a Glynn 
County jury returned 
a defense verdict in a 
landmark opioid lawsuit. 
HunterMaclean lawyers 
Randy Jordan and Chris 

Jordan were part of the trial team representing 
McKesson Corporation, and they spoke about the trial: 

Chris Jordan

HunterMaclean 
LEGAL SPOTLIGHT

Why was the Poppell trial unique? 
Randy: While litigation of opioid-related claims is not new, the Poppell case is the 
first in the country in which the children of drug addicts sued medical distributors 
for damages arising from the harm they claim to have suffered as a result of their 
parents’ addiction. We were aware that the outcome in our trial could be a 
bellwether for similar types of cases in the future. 

Chris: Additionally, there were twenty-one plaintiffs at trial, with individual stories 
and multiple claims against three separate distributor defendants. As a result, the jury 
heard evidence on a range of complex topics, such as the federal regulation of pre-
scription opioid distribution, the efforts of distributors to guard against the potential 
abuse of prescription opioids, and the adverse effects on children of poor parenting. 
We were fortunate to work closely throughout the case with some very talented law-
yers from Covington & Burling in Washington, DC, on behalf of our client.

Why was a large opioid case brought in Glynn County?
Randy: Throughout the early 2000s, a growing number of unscrupulous doctors and 
pain management clinics began operating in Florida. These facilities, often called 
“pill mills,” would write improper prescriptions for opioid medications, often to 
drug addicts or drug dealers. As the state of Florida took steps to crack down on 
the pill mills, additional pill mill doctors began to operate north of the state line, 
in southeast and coastal Georgia. Several of these bad actors were subsequently 
arrested, prosecuted, and imprisoned. One of our primary goals at trial was to 
highlight for the jury the role these pill mill doctors played in fueling drug addiction. 

What was it like to try a complex and novel case in Glynn County? 
Chris: Our local courts have handled high-profile matters before, but this trial 
presented unique challenges for all involved: the court, courthouse employees, and 
clerk’s office. We were especially mindful of the burden on the jurors, whose jobs 
and family obligations were on hold for five weeks. 

Randy: Agreed. During the trial, the lawyers (local and non-local) frequently 
commented on the jury’s engagement and attentiveness. With everything else we 
were focused on during trial, we took a lot of hometown pride in how seriously the 
jury appeared to take its job.

Randy Jordan
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